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The current naval air resources in _‘..'es‘bern Eurcpe, some of which
presumably would be avallable to the USSR. in event of Soviet occubation,
consist of 21 naval air sﬁtiohs, 653 aix;craft, and '13,800 trained per-
sonnel on active duty, These quantities would enlarge the prosent re-
sources of the Soviet Air Forces by only a very cmall fraction, but the
pbsitional advantages of the new bases would be of very greut stratepic
significance. |

of th; 15 countries desipnated in iIIE-40 as comprising Europe wost
of the Iron Curtain, only three have any navel air establislments~France,
Portugal, and Tho Netherlands. In these countries are 21 naval air statlons,
of which 12 are landplane bases and nine are sea.plane bases, Of the former,
only five are of good quality, {.0, have sturdy runvays of 4000 feat or
lonrer; and of the latter, 1ikawige,on1y five are of good yuality, i.e. have
com,ﬁlete seaplane~handling facilities, The quality of the stations is ine
dicated in the following tables:
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NAVAL AIR STATIONS

Country *Classification Ho.
Lendplans Seaplone
322425 &1
France «-1116 3 2
Portugal. - -2~ 2 2
Netherlands - - eo=l - -
TOTAL -1137 5 4

Blre o K

#Definitions of the seven numbered classifications are given in

Annex C, pages C=4 and C~5

A complete list of the 21 naval air facilities in these countries is
given in Amnox C, in which are included also four other airfields, used by
naval forees of those countries in conjunction with other military or civil
activities, and Qperated by the civil authorities.

The 653 naval aireraft in Uestern Europe include only 219 combat

aircraft, none of which is a-jet, The non-combat aircraft are mostly

trainer, trrnsport and small reconnaissance tyres, The distribution among

the three naval air forces is sumerlzed as followss

HAVAL AIRCRAFT

Country Eighter - Bomber
France JAl 85
Portugal - -—
letherlands 84 2
TOTAL 125 9%
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Other

335
68

A
434

Total

68

124
653
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. A complete inventory o(S naval aircraft in Uestern Europe 1is given' in
" Annex B, | |
The number of trained and active naval aviation 'persorinel in V'estern

Europe is sumarized in the folloving table:

NAVAL AVIATION PERSONNEL

Other ' / |
tilote - Mr Crew Qther Jotal
Frence 78 1,140 8,468 10, 386
Portugal 55 142 335 - 532
Netherlands 2% —d64 22425 22885
Total 1,089 1,486 11,228 13,803

There are no navai alr reserve personnel in |estern Lurope organized
into units and raéeiving regular training. The number of unorganized
naval alr reservists is not known, A breakdown of perscnnel strengths into
officer and enlisted categories is given in Amnex B, together with an
- analysis of the organigation, training and combat capabilitios of the three

naval air amms,
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ISIVE ADVAJ TAGES

The acquisition of the naval air resources of liestern Europe by the
USSR would result in the follouing advantages to the defensive eapabllities
of the Soviet forces: _

e, The Weatern powers would be denied the use of naval air bases
on the Continent of Furope for anti-submarine warfare, and for the strategic
and tactical bombing oi: chemy targets, |

b, The Western powers would be denied the services of most of the
naval aircraft repair facilities and trained perconnel of the continentel
countries, although a fow of the personnel would.certainly escape to the |
Unite'd Kingdom or to North Africa, in some ceses bringing aireraft with
them, | |

¢s The Western powers would be denied the use of aviation gaaolino;
ordnance, and other stores located at the naval air stations,

 de | Soviet acquisition of naval air bases in Weatern Europe would

extend the defensive operations oi\‘ the Soviet Air For :es westward and
southward, increasinr their capabilities for air defense against carriere
baged attacks originating in the North Sea, the Atlantic and the lMediter-
ranean as vall as apainst chore-based attacks from the United Kingdom,
North Africa, and the Western Ilemisﬁhere. The mumber of naval air bases 1s

very small, howevor, and only five are suitable for jets.
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o. Soviet possession o$ Western Furopean territory would create
an additional buffer zone, giving them earlier warning of Allled air
attacks aimed at Russian targots if these attacks oripinated from the
Atlantie, the United Kinpdom, North Africa, or the lMediterraneom,

vf. The Soviets would acquire many of the fiphter and roconnaissance
aircraft and such few radars and anti-aircraft artillery as cxisted at
naval air stations, as well as the trained naval air personnel, and could
adapt some of these to air defense uses, Hoﬁever, none of the firhters is
of a type used in the SAF, hence the Spviets would have to either: (1) ro-
train their own pilots or (25 indoctrinate the Luropean pilots, despite the
attendant risk of political unreliability, loreover, none of the aircraft
are jets, and the.maﬁmm number selzable wouid be small compared to the
existing numbers of aireraft in the SAF. Seized stocks of aviation gas—
oline could be used in Soviet aircraft on defensive missions, and native
ground pe:soimol could be retrained to work on Soviet fighter airerafi,
However, the mumber of trained personnel, including pilots, is smell com-
~ pared to the presént larpe mumbers in the SAF; and the problem of
‘as.surinp politieal reliability of the personnel would be at loost as
difficult aé that 1n. the prcsent (castcrn) satellite air forces.,

g. The Sovicts would gain valuable intelligence on naval aviation
equipment, training methods and tactics of Western nations and of SilAPE.

h, Sviet Alr Forces disposad.‘in West European naval air st.é.tions
mighﬁ enjoy rreater security from atomic bom3ing attacks due to pbssible

Western reluctance to employ atomic bombs against Western Europe,
A=5
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i. The Soviet Air Forces would have bages for air defense in
great depth over the iurcpean land mass, The bases would be widely die-

persed, Soviet aviators forced down in this area would be cacily recovarede

 III. OFFEISIVE ADVANTAGES

The aoquisition of the naval air resources of llestern Furope by
the USSR would result in the following advantages to the offensive cap-
abilities of the Soviet forces:

a, Soviet ncqﬁisition of naval air bases in Ucstern Europe would
éxtand the land platform of the Soviet Air Forces westward to the linglish
Channel and %o the Atlantic Ocean, and southward to the Maditeréaneam
The next several noints summarize the positional advantages of ac uisition
of these bases, but it should be borne in mind that ibe number of naval air
bases 13 small and that only a few of them aro auitablé for postwar-model
aireraft, '

b Soviet acquisition of such bages would enlarge the area of the
Atlantic coming within the combat radii of Soviot bombers; enabling the
SAF to employ lirht bombers, including jot light bombers, apainst fllied
vmorchar.at and naval vossels off the coasts of Frénee and Spain and in the
Mediterranean, Some of the naval air bases are suitable for medium bombers
and would p'amit use of Tu=4's against shipping as far west as t.he
Canedian termini of the Atlantie convoy routes. In this conneetlon,

SEGRET
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attention is called to an artielo in the 0.l.I1. Revieu for Juno 1751, pré=
pared by OP322V2Dé, (AFOIN-kAE) entitled, nSoviet Ar Canpabilities .rainet
' Alied Shipping in lorthwest European ioproaches'. The two mans aCCOom
panying this article show the probable gain in the radius of operation of
.Soviet 1ight bombers with respect to Allicd shipping tlat would result
from Soviet oécupa;bion of Western Burope,

¢, Soviet ac ulsition of Western kuropean naval aJ.r bases would
give the Soviets the canabllity for staging transport aircraft for an
efrective airborne operation sgainst air bases or other important instale
| lations in Horth Africa, Iceland or the Azores, and to increase vastly
the scele of airborne operations spainst the United Kingdon,

‘ d, O-e or two of the naval air bases would be closor for the
staging of stiategi‘c air dsea:ults againat targets in Newfoundland,
Labrador, and the eastern hslf of the United States,

6, It would give the SAF the capability for aeriel mining of jorts
in liorth Africa and would increase tl:eir ability to mine the horbors and
ostuaries of tho Dritish Isles.

£, The & orter radii of action would permit 2 precter numﬁsr of
sorties by tactical ircraft ogainst targets currontly witiin the combat
 radii of the SAF, including shipping in the Noﬁh Sea, the English Ohaﬁnel
and odjacent rivers and harbors, snd all targets in the United Kinpdom,
This would allow grester intensity of attack in these areas, ‘
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ge The short.or radii o? aotion also would allow greater payloads
by strategic bombers (Tu-4's) in conventional or atomic attaoks againat
targets in the United [ingdom, in the Azores, in Ieeland, in North Africe
and at sea,

he The shorter radii of action vould enable the Sovicts to furnish
Jetafipghter eooorts» for offonsive mlsasions over Enrland and tiales and parts
of North Africa as well as in the North Sea, the Mnglish Channel and coastal
areas of the Atlantic and !lediterransean, | This would apnly to airborne
operations, anti~-shipping at.'tacksh and aoﬂal mining as well as to every
sort of bombing mission over land, |

i. Soviet possession and ﬁae of coastal air bases would deny to the
Western powers the buffer zone of ''estern Furope, which otherwise would
permit early warning of Soviot air attacks against any of the off-Continent
targets namod above, [From coastal bases, Coviet aircraft ﬁould fly solely
over water onb route to such tarpets, and so would be less subject to visual
observation. |

Jo Soviet possession of such bases would deny to the Yest the aire
defense equinment, porsonnel s bases and orpanizations of the \leatern European
nations and S!APE, _

ke It would deny to the Western powers the i'estern European air bases
close to tho frontiors of Yoviot.ontrolled territories,

1. It would deny to the Hestern povers the opportunity to observe
several Soviet air basas 1n Gormany and Austria from air corridor... currently -
allottec to the West by quadripartite agrcement,

SEGRE]

Approved For Release 2005/05/12 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001200010008-8

\



' Appr_‘ovéd §9r Release 2005/05/12 : CIA-RDP79R04Q42A001200010008-8

Security Information
_ SECRE!

n. The lestern powers?! air dofense arainst attacks originating
on the Burcpean Continent would lack depth over land, and its bases would
be confined to: (1) the islands of the United Kingdom; (2) the coasts of
North Africa; and (3) carrier tagk forces, Alrfields would be concentrated
instead of disperaed,' Allied aviators forced doun l'a.t sea would not be so
easily recoverable as over land, | , |

8, The Soviets would acquire most of the bombor aircraft, offen-
sive ordnance, reloted parts and facilitiés, POL, and trained personnel of
the naval air foroes of Western Burope, Soviet aviators are femilior with
most of the bomber t.:.'peé due to their lend-leaso _experience'and could easily
operate them. However, the number of these aireraft is very small (68), ell
“are light bombers, and none is of a postwar model, The number of trained
personnel also is small compared to the nresont large mumbers in the SAF;
and the problcem of assuring politiéa.l roliability of the sorsonnel would be
at least as difficult as that in the present (Eastern) sat.ellite uir forcea.

0. Soviet acquisition of coastal air bascs would give them the cap-
ability of supporting their submarine offensives against Allled shipping

‘b;;' serial reconnaissance and/or combat air patrols.
o YRETI
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